494	INDIANS IN EAST AFRICA
The scheme proposed by Sir Samuel Wilson, broadly speaking, involved "the
appointment of a High Commissioner who will be the King's representative and
will rank senior to the Governors of the three territories and will exercise
complete control, legislative and administrative, over certain common services, viz.,
Customs, Railways including ports and harbours, Posts and Telegraphs, Defence
and Fundamental Research.
''In exercising his legislative functions, the High Commissioner is to be assisted
by a Central Council. The powers of the Central Council are to be limited to the
transferred subjects, all other matters being left to the local legislatures. The
present freedom of debate on all subjects is to be reserved to members of the
local legislatures.
"The High Commissioner is also to be assisted by special advisory boards
on Customs and Railways, composed of officials, at least half of whom are to be
members of the Central Council.
"There must be an official majority in the Central Council consisting of the
High Commissioner, (President), three officials at the central head-quarter,
seven representatives of Uganda, seven representatives from each of the different
territories to be nominated by the High Commissioner on the recommendation of
the Governors concerned, who should consult un-official members of the Legisla-
tive Councils in regard to the name of the unofficial representatives to be submitted
to the High Commissioner'1.
Discussing the question of the control of Native Policy, Sir Samuel Wilson
said : <4Everyone was agreed that no exception was likely to be taken in any
quarter to the views expressed in the Hilton Young Report on the general
principles that should govern the relations between the Natives and other
communities. On the other hand, I met no one during my tour who
was in favour of making a central authority directly responsible for the co-ordina-
tion of policy on Native Affairs and all matters concerning the relations between
the Natives and the Immigrants".
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Dealing with the position of Indians in East Africa Sir Samuel Wilson said :
'That the Indian question is as acute in Kenya as it is to-day may be said to be
mainly due to the resentment felt by the Indian community against the introduc-
tion in that colony in 1923, of a communal system of representation. As pointed
out in the Report of the Hilton Young Commission, the Indian community do not
claim representation in proportion to their numbers, but merely demand effective
representation of their interests. At the same time they ask for equality of political
status.
*cTheir main objection to a communal roll is sentimental in so far as in their
view it conveys the implication that they are politically inferior to the European
community, an implication that is naturally very galling to their self-respect. The
situation was complicated by the publication of the majority report of the Hilton
Young Commission which appears to have been interpreted by the Indian
community to mean that the whole question of their position in Kenya would be
reopened and that it was only a matter of a short time before a change from the
(fommunal roll system would be approved. It appears to have been entirely
overlooked that the majority report of the Hilton Young Commission took the
view that a general agreement locally would be an essential factor in any
scheme of settlement.
'The situation as regards the position of Indians in Kenya has no counter-
part in Uganda and Tanganyika, where there is no system of elective repre-
sentation, and where different communities have been accustomed to live
amicably side by side to work together in the closest harmony for the common good.
"The Indian communities ask (a) that if a Council is at any time created one
half of the unofficial members representing each territory on the Council should be
Indians, and that this should be provided for statutorily ; (b) that whether a central
authority is created or not, the Indian communities should be given greater share
than is the case to-day in the responsibilities of Government, and that Indians should
be appointed to some of the higher posts in the administrative, judicial, medical

